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Northernmost record of a puffer Arothron immaculatus

(Tetraodontiformes: Tetraodontidae)

IsA Masaki, ISHIKAWA Akihiro, KATO Masahiro and MACHIDA Yoshihiko

Abstract

A puffer Arothron immaculatus (Schneider, 1801) is recorded for the first time from

Kochi Prefecture, southern Japan on the basis of a 24.5mm standard length specimen. This

specimen was collected from a seagrass bed of Zostera japonica on depths shallower than 1m
in the Kakise River (33°00°34”N, 133°00"25”E) in Kuroshio Town. In the waters around
Japan this species has been known only from the Ryukyu Islands, the southernmost district of

Japan. This specimen representing the northernmost record of A. immaculatus is described and

figured.

Key words: Arothron immaculatus, Tetraodontidae, northernmost record, Kochi Prefecture,

southern Japan.
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Fig. 1. Arothron immaculatus, BSKU 87947, from Kakise
River.

Table 1. Measurements and counts of Arothron immacul-
atus from Kakise River

Catalog number BSKU 87947

Measurements

Total length (mm)

Standard length (mm)

In % of standard length
Body depth
Body width
Head length
Snout length
Predorsal length
Preanal length

In % of head length
Dorsal fin base
Anal fin base
Gill opening length

32.1
24.5

42.
39.
42.
20.
78.
84.
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35.
35.
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39.

Dorsal fin height

Anal fin height

Pectoral fin length

Caudal fin length

Caudal peduncle length

Caudal peduncle depth
Counts

>~ W 0 O O O O N o

10
10
17
11

Dorsal rays
Anal rays
Pectoral rays
Caudal rays
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